hazards have resulted from the rapid transition from an agricultural to an industrial environment. Industry appears to have produced high levels of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) from manufacture of hydraulic fluids until 1973. Sludge containing PCBs was placed in disposal pits adjacent to the Akwesasne community and has been found in water and soil in the area. Sediments have been found in the St. Lawrence River, which serves as a major source of fish, a protein staple in the Mohawk diet. Contaminants have been found in human breast milk, and a number of symptom-related health effects have been experienced by residents. Chronic fluoride poisoning has been observed in cattle, resulting from smokestacks emissions of a metal smelter. Lethal levels of organochlorines have been found in tissues of some animals in the immediate environment. This project is led and directed by members of the target community. It is implemented, evaluated, and disseminated explicitly through community members. The project team has worked together extensively and has nine years of experience in communicating information on health risks to the community.
A third grant funded under this initiative was awarded to a community organization, Citizens for a Better Environment. This group, in collaboration with the Labor Occupational Safety and Health Program and the Center for Occupational and Environmental Health at UCLA and the Community Health Foundation, aims to educate community members and health care providers, promote adoption of pollution prevention measures, and establish a community-based strategy for reducing community and worker exposure to environmental pollutants in southeast Los Angeles, a highly industrialized area home to a low-income population, approximately 90% Hispanic/Latino. Pollution sources include large, highly industrialized tracts where chemicals are routinely or accidentally released, severe urban smog, occupational exposures, and lead exposures. The zip code area which includes southeast Los Angeles was identified as the dirtiest subregion within the state of California by the EPA. About 70 manufacturing firms in South East Los Angeles reported releases of 1.4 million pounds of toxic chemicals into the air in 1992. A major objective of this project is analysis of data to affirm the list of environmental pollutants already known and to determine whether gaps exist in the data. Environmental health issues of priority to the community will be determined and addressed. CBE has already received invitations from mayors and council members to help reduce community toxics exposure. CBE helped to develop LA CAUSE (Los Angeles Communities Assembled and United for a Sustainable Environment), a community education project that seeks to promote environmentally friendly jobs. LA CAUSE will involve and educate community members and has a history of reaching residents and workers from the region. Sources of health hazards will be identified, and strategies will be developed to attempt exposure reduction. 
